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On August 23, the public works
department approved the site plan
application for the latest building
proposal submitted by Schweitzer
Engineering Laboratories, Inc. (SEL).
The development, known as the Solution
Delivery Center No. 2, is located at the
southeast corner of NE Terre View
Drive and Schweitzer Drive, adjacent to
the SEL Event Center. Grading and
other site preparation activities have
already been initiated at the site.
The proposed building will provide
99,972 square feet of interior space on
three floors. The total value of the
structure, as calculated by the city’s
protective inspection division, is
$14,030,070. The building will be set
back from Terre View Drive, separated
from that street by a landscaped parking
lot. Another (as yet unnamed) roadway
connecting to Terre View Drive is
proposed to be established along the
south side of the property for additional
access.
The parcel on which this
development is being constructed
encompasses 4.7 acres.
The building will contain laboratory
space and research and development
offices to facilitate the continuing
creation of innovative electrical and
communication products for the
company. The operations within this
new building will expand upon the work
being performed in the original SEL
Solution Delivery Center, a facility
recently completed nearby in the Port of
Whitman County Industrial Park. All
told, SEL employs approximately 1,900
people for its Pullman functions.

This new development is also
noteworthy for SEL in that it is the first
to be designed and administered by the
company’s recently established in-house
architectural and construction
management team. These team members
interacted with city staff on a continuous
basis as this proposal was being
formulated to ensure an orderly plan
review process.

Construction work has begun on this latest
SEL project. The SEL Event Center
can be seen in the background.

Projects such as the Solution Delivery
Center No. 2 facility substantially
advance the city’s Comprehensive Plan
goal to “strengthen and enlarge the
economic base of the community by
encouraging non-polluting businesses
that provide high-wage jobs and produce
high value products.” The city is grateful
to Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories
for its significant investment in Pullman,
and city officials look forward to working
with SEL and other commercial
enterprises in the community to enhance
business opportunities and grow our local
economy.

08/31/12

Planning Department Newsletter

Page 2

BOARD APPROVES THE COUG’S PROPOSAL
TO AMEND ITS LIQUOR LICENSE
At a public hearing on August 20, the Board
of Adjustment endorsed a request from the
Cougar Cottage tavern to revise its liquor license
to allow service of hard liquor along with the
beer and wine it has been providing since 1975.
The conditional use permit that was amended by
virtue of the Board’s action this month was issued
more than ten years ago in a flurry of city activity
associated with bars along Colorado Street.
As is the case today, at the beginning of the
last decade, there were three establishments on
Colorado Street that served alcoholic beverages.
These establishments were the Cougar Cottage
(also known simply as the “Coug”), Valhalla, and
Shakers (the business that formerly occupied
space in Adams Mall). In 2000, the city altered
its classification of these three businesses from
“eating establishments” to “taverns.”
This
classification change demanded that each of these
establishments apply for a conditional use permit
to continue operation in their respective C1
Neighborhood Commercial zoning districts. The
Board of Adjustment hearings on these
conditional use permit applications were well
attended events, as many citizens with varied
opinions came forward to provide their
comments. The city also received more than 800
email messages during the course of the public
hearings, primarily from WSU students
concerned about the potential loss of taverns that,
in their view, provided venues for consumption of
alcoholic beverages in a managed environment
and minimized incidents of drinking and driving
because so many of the patrons walked to these
bars.
The permits for Shakers and Valhalla were
conditionally approved by the Board in 2000. In
December of 2001, the Board approved the
permit for the Cougar Cottage, subject to three
provisions: 1) the business would be allowed to
operate with no required off-street parking stalls
(since there did not appear to be a need for
parking given the tavern’s location within a high
density residential area); 2) any proposed
expansion of floor area for the business would
require a new conditional use permit application;

and 3) any proposed change in the business’
“beer and wine” liquor license would require an
amendment to the conditional use permit.

The Coug has been in operation since 1932,
and it has served beer and wine since 1975.

In July of this year, Bob Cady, owner of the
Cougar Cottage, submitted a letter to the city
asking for an amendment to his permit so that
he could request from the state’s Liquor Control
Board an expansion of his liquor license to
provide spirits in addition to beer and wine. Mr.
Cady indicated in this letter that the Coug is the
last establishment in Pullman to receive a
majority of its revenue from alcohol sales that
does not offer spirits, and that the liquor license
change was necessary to remain competitive in
the marketplace.
At the hearing on this matter, the Board
received testimony from two proponents: Mr.
Cady and John McMullan of the WSU
Interfraternity Council. It also received letters
of support from the Theta Chi Building
Association and the College Hill Association (the
latter group stating that it wished things could
stay as they are, but, given that they cannot, it
endorsed the proposal). The Board’s approval of
the conditional use permit amendment retained
the first two conditions cited above for the
original permit.
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Pending Land Use Proposals
Displayed below are land use applications submitted to the planning or public works department or
city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public meeting, public notice, or site
plan review in accordance with the city code.
PROJECT

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

STATUS

College Hill Design Standards

formulate design standards for new
construction

College Hill Core

staff sent draft standards to
stakeholders
9/16/11;
stakeholders meeting held
10/27/11; staff revising standards

City Urban
Expansion

expand urban growth area
accommodate future growth

greater Pullman area

PC recommended approval
3/23/11; CC endorsed UGA
6/28/11; staff conducting final
preparations for CC adoption

Growth

Area

to

Mary’s Park Annexation

annex approximately 2.2 acres to
city

southeast of Old Moscow
Road/Johnson Avenue intersection

staff facilitating preparation of
legal description for proposed
annexation area

CLG Grant Application

apply for federal funds for an
historic survey of about 50
properties

vicinity of NE Maple Street

HPC endors ed application
3/26/12; CC authorized submittal
4/10/12; DAHP approved
application
6/18/12; staff
reviewing draft grant contract

vacate 620-square-foot portion of
alley on Cougar Depot site

225 N. Grand Avenue

PC recommended approval 8/22;
proposal forwarded to public
works department for CC hearing
preparation

Ha Garage Setback Variance
(Z-12-2)

allow existing structure to be used
as garage with substandard
setback

235 SW Barclay Court

staff notified applicant
application deficiencies

Cougar Cottage Conditional Use
Permit Amendment

amend permit to allow sale of
spirits in addition to beer and wine

900 NE Colorado Street

BOA conditionally approved
permit 8/20/12; appeal period
expires 9/10/12

Pimlico Apartments site plan
(12-6)

develop 180-unit apartment
complex on 10.1-acre site

southwest corner of NE Terre View
Drive and NE Brandi Way

site plan approved 08/31/12

Golden Hills Apartments site plan
(12-9)

develop seven 6-plexes (42 total
dwellings) on 3.8-acre site

southeast corner of SW Old
Wawawai Road and proposed
Golden Hills Drive

staff reviewing revisions to site
plan

Monroe Triplex Townhouses site
plan (12-11)

construct 6 dwellings on 25,091square-foot parcel

1215 NE Monroe Street

staff requested applicant to revise
site plan

SEL Solution Delivery Center 2
Building site plan (12-12)

build 99,972-square-foot office/lab
structure on 4.7-acre site

southeast corner of NE Terre View
Drive and NE Schweitzer Drive

staff approved site plan 8/23/12

SEL Airport Parking Lot Addition
site plan (12-13)

construct 29-stall parking lot at SEL
airport hangar

7100 Airport Complex North

applicant requested delay in city
review to resolve airport safety
issues

The Grove Apartment Complex
site plan (12-14)

develop 216-unit apartment
complex on 11-acre site

southeast corner of NE Terre View
Drive and NE Brandi Way

staff requested applicant to revise
site plan

WSU Cougar
Vacation

Depot

Alley

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business
District; C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University
KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; HPC: Historic Preservation
Commission; DOE: State Department of Ecology; DAHP: State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation
NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list..
2) Numbers in parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed
construction of developments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the
WSU campus.
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take the place of official notices required by law.
Information provided in this newsletter is subject to
change. Please contact the planning department or
review official notices distributed by the city to confirm
the information contained herein.
For any readers who are not currently receiving this
newsletter by email and who wish to register for this
service, please contact the planning department for
assistance.
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