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 After hearing about the discussions 
occurring in Moscow last summer regarding 
signs that use light emitting diodes (LEDs), 
members of the Pullman Planning 
Commission asked planning staff to report 
on how such signs are regulated in 
Pullman.  As staff was conducting its work 
in this regard, it determined that a change 
in the classification of these signs was in 
order.   
 A sign that uses light emitting diodes 
(LEDs) or similar light sources with high 
switching rates displays stationary or 
moving images closely resembling those 
exhibited on modern television screens.  
Previously, the planning department had 
designated this type of sign as a “changing 
message center sign” on which different 
automatic changing messages are shown on 
the same lampbank.  Following a thorough 
review of the matter, the department 
recently determined that an LED sign is 
more appropriately classified as an 
“animated sign,” which is defined as any 
display that includes action or motion 

(including flashing or 
oscillating activity) or the 
illusion of action or motion, 
or color changes of all or any 
part of the sign facing.  Given 
this new interpretation, any 
sign that uses LEDs or 
similar light sources with 
high switching rates to 
provide moving images is 
classified as an “animated 
sign.” 
 

 Currently, under Zoning Code Section 
17.50.060, animated signs (except for 
traditional barber poles, clock faces, and 
theater signs) are prohibited in Pullman.  
Therefore, no new LED signs will be 
allowed in the city so long as current 
regulations remain in effect.    

 Approximately three LED signs have 
been permitted by the city under the 
previous interpretation of the sign 
regulations.  These displays are now 
designated as nonconforming signs.  As 
such, they may continue to be used 
indefinitely, but they cannot be 
structurally altered without being brought 
into compliance with the sign 
requirements in effect at the time of 
alteration, and they cannot be changed in 
any manner that increases their non-
compliance with the sign provisions.      
 At its meeting on January 23, the 
Planning Commission conducted a 
discussion on this topic.  During their 
conversation, Commission members 
expressed interest in revisiting the 
applicable sign regulations in the near 
future to ensure that they are in keeping 
with the needs of business owners and the 
overall community.  Planning staff 
suggested that this review of the sign code 
occur when implementation measures are 
considered following the city’s next major 
Comprehensive Plan revision.  

 

 

Existing LED signs are allowed to 
continue indefinitely as 

nonconforming displays, although 
they are subject to restrictions if 
they are proposed to be altered  

Animated signs are 
currently prohibited in 

Pullman. 

PLANNING STAFF MAKES 
NEW RULING ON LED SIGNS 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS ADDRESS HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

 Two public meetings related to historic 
preservation will be held in the next few months.  
Both of these sessions will further the city’s 
objective to educate community members about 
historic resources and the means available to 
protect them. 

 On February 4, the Pullman League of Women 
Voters will sponsor a panel discussion from 7:00 to 
9:00 p.m. in the Hecht Meeting Room at Neill 
Public Library.  According to the League’s news 
release, the discussion will offer area residents the 
opportunity to explore the procedures and 
anticipated economic and cultural outcomes of 
Pullman’s recently instituted historic preservation 
program.  Planning staff and members of the city’s 

Historic Preservation Commission will serve on the 
panel.  These officials will provide basic 
information about the city’s preservation program 
and respond to audience questions. 

 The other session, organized by the Historic 
Preservation Commission, is set for the evening of 
April 18.  It will also be conducted in the Hecht 
Meeting Room.  This forum is being designed to 
address historic preservation from a wider 
perspective, as a representative from the 
Washington Trust for Historic Preservation will join 
planning staff and Commission members in an 
informal discussion of the subject.  Keep watching 
this newsletter for more information on this April 
forum as the date draws nearer. 

 

ZONING MAP AVAILABLE FOR VIEWING ON CITY WEBSITE 

From time to time, citizens inquire with planning staff regarding the zoning of a particular 
parcel(s) of land.  Also, members of the real estate development community are frequently in 
need of zoning information.  Whenever possible, planning staff facilitates the placement of 
an up-to-date zoning map on the city’s website for the convenience of the public.  
(Occasionally, there can be some delays in posting this map on the website due to the 
department’s heavy workload and/or the frequency of map changes approved by the city.)   
 
Recently, planning staff arranged to place a current version of the zoning map on the 
planning department page of the city’s website (see link below).  The reference to the zoning 
map is displayed as a link about halfway down that page.  The zoning map itself is in 
Portable Document Format (pdf), and the viewer can use the “Zoom In” feature to ascertain 
the zoning designation for a specific property.  If desired, the map can also be printed in 
whole or in part.  As always, your comments on the use of this and other elements of the 
city’s website are welcome. 
 
The zoning map is located here: http://www.pullman-wa.gov/departments/planning 

City offices will be closed 
Monday, February 18, 2013 for President’s Day 
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Pending Land Use Proposals 
 

Displayed below are land use applications submitted to the planning or public works department or 
city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public meeting, public notice, or site 

plan review in accordance with the city code. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION STATUS 

College Hill Design Standards formulate design standards for new 
construction 

College Hill Core staff sent draft standards to 
s t a k e h o l d e r s  9 / 1 6 / 1 1 ; 
stakeholders meeting held 
10/27/11; staff revising standards 

City Urban Growth Area 
Expansion 

expand urban growth area to 
accommodate future growth 

greater Pullman area PC recommended approval 
3/23/11; CC endorsed UGA 
6/28/11 & 11/13/12; staff 
preparing for airport stakeholders 
meeting 

Mary’s Park Annexation annex approximately 2.2 acres to 
city 

southeast of Old Moscow 
Road/Johnson Avenue intersection 

staff facilitating preparation of 
legal description for proposed 
annexation area 

CLG Grant Project use federal funds for an historic 
survey of about 50 properties 

vicinity of NE Maple Street DAHP approved application  
6/18/12; executed contract 
received by city 12/5/12; RFP 
released to consultants 12/20/12 

Palouse Business Center 
Subdivision Preliminary Plat 

divide 43.4 acres into 22 lots in C3 
zone 

south of Pullman Regional 
Hospital and east of Pullman 
Cemetery 

PC recommended approval 
1/23/13; CC meeting scheduled 
for 2/5/13 

Monroe Triplex Townhouses site 
plan (12-11) 

construct 6 dwellings on 25,091-
square-foot parcel 

1215 NE Monroe Street staff reviewing revised site plan 
involving 4 dwellings on site 

SEL Airport Parking Lot Addition 
site plan (12-13) 

construct 29-stall parking lot at SEL 
airport hangar 

7100 Airport Complex North applicant requested delay in city 
review to resolve airport safety 
issues 

Residence Inn Pullman site plan 
(12-20) 

develop 131-room hotel on 7.5-
acre parcel 

1255 NE North Fairway Road staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 

Northwood Manor Shed site plan 
(12-21) 

build 384-square-foot shed to 
replace existing shed at apartment 
complex 

1590 NE Northwood Drive site plan approved 1/4/13 

River Trail Apartments & Mini-
Storage Rentals site plan (12-22)  

construct 26-unit apartment 
building and 41 storage units on 
30,197-square-foot lot  

1248 SE Latah Street  staff reviewing revised site plan  

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business 
District;  C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; HPC: Historic Preservation 
Commission; DOE: State Department of Ecology; DAHP: State Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation  

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list..  
2) Numbers in parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers.  3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed 
construction of developments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the 
WSU campus. 



 

 

This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 

publication of the planning department and does not 

take the place of official notices required by law. 

Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 

change. Please contact the planning department or 

review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 

the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving this 

newsletter by email and who wish to register for this 

service, please contact the planning department for 

assistance. 

W E’ RE ON THE W EB!  

WWW. PULLMAN- WA. GOV 
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Pullman, WA 99163 

Phone: 509-338-3213 
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Ken Paulson 
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