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City of Pullman

At its meeting of
September 27, the Planning
Commission conducted a
public hearing to review a
series of proposed zoning
code amendments. These
amendments were crafted by
the planning department
based on input from
community members and
city staff. The most notable

draft revisions relate to
walkways and interim use of
land for parking.

inspired some of the proposed code amendments.
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PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEWS ZONING CODE AMENDMENTS

have chosen to establish the
path in the middle of a long
driveway along the direction
of vehicular travel.  These
walkways do not offer
pedestrians any sort of refuge
from vehicles, and they
appear to be seldom used.
Second, the requirement
regarding the use of different
pavement material has proven
to be quite costly for
developers.  Therefore, staff
is proposing that the walkway
_standards be changed to
require paths in parking
2| areas to be grade separated
from the parking lot, except
where the paths cross a
driveway at a perpendicular
angle to direction of
vehicular traffic flow, in
which case, the crosswalk
may be marked with paint,
striping, or contrasting
pavement material.

Your comments,
questions and

suggestions are always
welcome.

The current walkway
standards in the zoning code
require that a walkway be
provided from the public
sidewalk to the building
entrance. When the path is
established within a parking
area, it is currently required to
be constructed of a different
pavement material (usually
concrete) than the rest of the
parking lot (usually asphalt
pavement). Two different
issues have arisen with regard
to these walkways in parking
lots.  First, some developers

Also, at the request of
Washington State University,
the city is currently proposing
changes to the zoning code to
accommodate interim use of
land for parking on College
Hill. Earlier this year, WSU
demolished a house on
Colorado Street and
expressed interest in utlizing
the land on a temporary basis
for a graveled commercial
parking lot.  Currently, the
city allows commercial
parking lots on College Hill
only when the lot is pre-
existing and paved, and a
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Newsletter
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conditional use permit for the
activity is approved by the
city’s Board of Adjustment at
a  public hearing. The
proposed amendments would
allow for a graveled
commercial parking lot for a
maximum of 10 years,
provided the parking area is
limited to 20 parking spaces
or 06,000 square feet
(whichever is less), and
provided the property owner
executes an agreement with
the city to address such topics
as the duration of the intetim
use and plans for eventual
development of the land.

The other proposed code
amendments involve
providing more options for
transmitting notices of
violation, clarifying the city
committee responsible for
executing historic  structure
special use permit agreements,
and adjusting the city’s public
notice procedures.

The only person to speak
at the recent Planning
Commission hearing was Mel
Taylor from WSU, and he
expressed support for the
draft revisions. Following this
input, the Commission
recommended approval of the
amendments. The City
Council is tentatively
scheduled to review these
suggested code changes at its
meeting of October 24.
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COLLEGE HILL STUDY ADVANCES

The city is continuing to make progress on the
College Hill study requested by the City Council earlier
this year. This study will address such issues as traffic,
parking, zoning, housing, and property appearance on
that portion of College Hill surrounded by Stadium
Way, Grand Avenue, and Main Street. A planning
consultant will be selected to conduct an
assessment of these neighborhood issues. The final
product will be a report from the chosen consultant
documenting its findings and recommendations for
the College Hill area.

To aid in the process of conducting this study, &

the City Council in September formed a team of &

College Hill stakeholders. This group, termed the
College Hill Advisory Committee, is composed of
the following members:

ASWSU representative: Janeen Heath,
ASWSU vice president

WSU Interfraternity Council Representative: jp,
Danna Bostwick, Delta Delta Delta sorority | i
president

Wk

;‘ iy

review and comment. Since this project is being jointly
funded by the city and WSU, administrative staff from
these two agencies will make the final consultant
recommendation to the City Council. If all goes

smoothly, the chosen consultant will be officially on
board by the end of this month.

N

College Hill Association Members: .A/ison
Munch-Rotolo and Joanne Sellen, College Hill

The city received four statements of qualifications from consulting firms.

Association co-chairpersons

Rental Property Owner: Anita Hornback,
co-owner of Anita’s Rentals

Rental Property Manager: Helene Hopkins, owner
of Helene’s Property Place

Chamber of Commerce Representative: Frirg
Hughes, Chamber of Commerce executive director

WSU Office of Business Affairs Representative:
Mel Taylor, WSU director of real estate/ excternal
relations

Also in September, planning staff invited several
consultants to submit Statements of Qualifications
(SOQs) to describe their capabilities for accomplishing
the College Hill study. In response, the city received
SOQs from all four of the consultants that were
contacted. These consultants are BHC Consultants,
LLC of Seattle; David Evans and Associates, Inc. of
Spokane; LMN Architects of Seattle; and Studio
Cascade, Inc. of Spokane. The SOQs were transmitted
to the College Hill Advisory Committee this week for its

Once the consultant has been selected, the College
Hill Advisory Committee will be called upon to provide
input regarding the neighborhood study to the planning
firm. This committee will also be asked to comment on
proposed regulations and programs devised by the city
that relate primarily to College Hill (such as the draft
provisions related to interim use of land for parking that
were mentioned in the previous article).

Planning staff expects the coming months will be
very busy with respect to this project. Future editions of
the Planning Department Newsletter will provide
updates on this activity.
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Displayed below are land use applications submitted to the planning or public works department or city
generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public meeting, public notice, or site plan |
review in accordance with the city code.

PROJECT

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

STATUS

Zoning Code Text Amendments

propose several miscellaneous
revisions, including changes to
parking and walkway standards

citywide

PC recommended approval; CC
meeting scheduled for 10/24

McKenzie Street Vacation

vacate about 14,000 square feet
of street right-of-way

a portion of SE McKenzie Street
between Grand Avenue and
High Street

PC recommended approval; CC
meeting upcoming

Brannan/Brelsford Annexation

annex 9.8 acres to the city

west of S. Grand Avenue/
Fairmount Drive intersection

CC accepted annexation; city
awaiting annexation petition

Oak Street Zone Change (Z-06-
3)

rezone 18,000 square feet from
R2 to R4

400 and 420 Oak Street

PC recommended approval; CC
meeting scheduled for 10/24

Paradise Downtown LLC
Conditional Use Permit (C-06-5)

provide for doubling of housing
density in mixed use development
to allow up to 50 residences on a
25,000-sq-ft parcel

southwest corner of SE Paradise
Street/SE High Street
intersection

BOA hearing schedule for 11/20

High School Administrative
Conditional Use Permit (06-2)

construct 520-sg-ft concessions
stand and 1,800-sqg-ft press box
near high school football field

510 NW Larry

staff reviewing application

Renstrom Administrative
Variance (AV-06-1)

construct single family house with
9-ft, 4-in rear setback rather than
standard 10-ft rear setback

835 NW Palouse View Court

staff reviewing application

Wal-Mart Supercenter SEPA
determination and site plan

develop 223,000-sq-ft store on a
28-acre site

south of SE Harvest Dr/Bishop
Boulevard intersection

case remanded to hearing
examiner; hearing scheduled by
Superior Court in Colfax on
10/18

Humane Society Adoption
Center site plan (03-15)

construct 12,000-sq-ft animal
shelter facility on a 6.2-acre site

1350 SE Old Moscow Road

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

Valley Road Apartments site
plan (05-18)

develop 7 apartments on a
10,832-sqg-ft lot

1245 NE Valley Road

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

North Campus Heights
Apartments Expansion site plan
(05-19)

develop 42 additional apartments

1540 NE Merman Drive

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

Emmanuel Baptist Church
Addition site plan (06-5)

construct 2,850-sq-ft addition to
existing church building

1300 SE Sunnymead Way

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

Fire District #12 Storage
Building site plan (06-10)

construct 3,000-sq-ft truck storage
building on 30,500-sg-ft site

912 W. Main Street

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

Bishop Office Building site plan
(06-12)

develop 4,860-sg-ft office building
on 14,250-sq-ft site

710 SE Bishop Boulevard

staff requested applicant to
revise site plan

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3
Medium Density Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business District;
C3 General Commercial; I1 Light Industrial; 12 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University

( KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; DOE: State Department of Ecology;
LC: Landmarks Commission

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list. 2) Numbers in parentheses
are planning staff’s internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed construction of developments other than single family homes,
duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the WSU campus.
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325 SE Paradise St.
Pullpan, WA 99163

Phone: 509-338-3213
Fax: 509-338-3282
Email: bethany.johnson@pullman-wa.gov

Pullman Planning Departiment Staff

Pete Dickinson, Planning Director

Erin Schan, Assistant Planner

Beth Johnson, Public Works Administrative Specialist
Neil Jeffers, Engineering/ Planning Aide

Evan Pond, Engineering/ Planning Aide

This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary publication of the
planning department and does not take the place of official
notices required by law. Information provided in this newsletter
is subject to change. Please contact the planning department or
review official notices distributed by the city to confirm the

information contained herein.

For any readers who are not currently receiving this newsletter
by email and who wish to register for this service, please contact

the planning department for assistance.

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.PULLMAN=WA.GOV

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER?

For those of you avid readers
who track the timing of this
bulletin pretty closely, you
probably noticed that we did not
produce a newsletter during the
month of September. We made
the conscious decision to skip to
October not because there wasn’t
any news to report in September,
but because we wanted to switch
the publish date from the end of
each month to the beginning. And
the easiest way to do that was to
skip a month.

Henceforth, you can
expect to receive this
newsletter during the first
week of each month (unless
the planning department
is experiencing such a
significant  workload
that we cannot make
that  schedule). As
always, we welcome
comments or suggestions
you may have regarding any
aspect of this publication.




	ASWSU representative: Janeen Heath,       ASWSU vice president
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