%

The Washington State
Office of Financial
Management (OFM)
released its final 2006
population  estimate
figures this month, and,
as many Pullman
citizens would guess,
they do show an
increase in our city's
population. The official
resident count for

Pullman (which
includes  Washington
State University

students) is now
27,030; this represents
an increase of
approximately 440
people in the city over
the past year.

The U.S. Census
Bureau determined
that the population of
Pullman in 2000 was
24,948. The OFM
computations show
that, since the time this
census was taken, our
city’'s population has
increased by 8.3
percent (or 1.4 percent
per year on average).
That seems like a fair

-

TATUS OF PULLMAN'S GROWTH

amount of growth, but
how does it compare
with similar cities in
eastern Washington?
To obtain the answer
to that question,
planning  department
staff surveyed pertinent
data for all cities above
10,000 population on
this side of the state.
The results of this
survey are shown in
the table on page two
of this newsletter.

As shown in this table,
Pullman has a
relatively low growth
rate compared to other
cities in the eastern
portion of the state. To
be sure, some of the
strong growth
experienced by the
surveyed cities has
come about due to
annexation of
previously developed
property; planning staff
has learned that this
was a factor in the
extraordinary increase
at East Wenatchee, for
instance. However,

the majority of growth
represented in the
table has arisen from
new residents in each
of the jurisdictions
listed.

In a future issue of this
newsletter, we  will
examine the current
trends with respect to
building permit activity
in Pullman. In recent
times, local housing
has grown at a faster
pace than population
due to shifts in living
preferences
(apartments  versus
dormitory rooms, for
example) and the
ongoing decline in
household sizes that is
occurring nationwide.

(table displayed on
next page)




EASTERN WASHINGTON CITIES OVER 10,000 POPULATION
RANKED BY GROWTH RATE (2000-2006)

RANK CITY 2000 POPULATION | 2006 POPULATION | AVERAGE ANNUAL
% INCREASE
1 East Wenatchee 5,757 11,240 16.4
2 Pasco 32,066 47,610 8.1
3 West Richland 8,385 10,520 4.2
4 Cheney 8,832 10,130 24
5 Richland 38,708 44,230 2.4
6 Yakima 71,845 81,710 2.3
7 Kennewick 54,751 61,770 21
8 Moses Lake 14,953 16,830 21
9 Spokane Valley 82,005* 87,000 2.0
10 Ellensburg 15,414 17,080 1.8
11 Pullman 24,948 27,030 1.4
12 Wenatchee 27,856 29,920 1.2
13 Sunnyside 13,905 14,930 1.2
14 Walla Walla 29,686 30,660 0.6
15 Spokane 195,629 201,600 0.5

*First population estimate after incorporation was 2003.

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau and Washington State Office of Financial Management




INPUT REQUESTED FOR COLLEGE HILL STUDY

As reported in the May issue of the Planning Department Newsletter, local agencies are currently
engaged in a study of land use and transportation on College Hill. At its meeting of June 6, the
City Council directed planning staff to conduct this neighborhood study to address such issues as
traffic, parking, zoning, housing, and property maintenance and appearance. The activity is
being jointly sponsored by the city and WSU.

The area selected for this study is basically the portion of College Hill that is surrounded by
Stadium Way, Grand Avenue, and Main Street (excluding the WSU campus). A map of this
study area is shown below.

The basic steps involved in this process will be as follows: collection of background information
by staff, selection of a planning consultant with assistance from an “evaluation team” (composed
of members from stakeholder groups), and assessment of neighborhood issues by the chosen
consultant. The schedule shows the study will be complete by the end of this year, but this
timetable may be amended due to city or WSU staff's workload demands.

Staff has thus far identified the major stakeholders in this study as the city, WSU, WSU students,
long-term residents, rental property owners and managers, and College Hill business owners.
Input from all College Hill stakeholders is encouraged throughout the course of the study. Please
contact the Pullman planning department to learn how you can participate in the process.




WATER CONSERVATION TIPS

Did you know that summer water usage in Pullman more than doubles compared to
the winter months? To help conserve this precious resource, consider implementing
some of these suggestions:

m Replace a part of your thirsty lawn with low water use plantings. Even the
: zoning code (in Chapter 17.45) encourages low water use landscaping.

m Cut grass less frequently to maintain a height of 2% to 3 inches. Longer
: grass requires less water because roots and soil are shaded.

m Mulch around bushes and trees to help the soil retain moisture, discourage
- the growth of weeds, and provide essential nutrients.

m Apply water during the cooler parts of the day and when there is little wind to
' reduce evaporation.

m Set sprinkler heads to water the yard or garden only—not the sidewalk,
driveway, or other impervious surfaces.

m Use a broom to clean sidewalks and driveways rather than a water hose.

For more water saving tips, and a list of Xeriscape plants for the Pullman area, please
refer to the Department of Public Works page at the city of Pullman website (http://
www.pullman-wa.gov/DrawOnePage.aspx?PagelD=24).




Displayed below are land use applications submitted to the planning or public works depart-
ment or city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public meeting, pub-

lic notice, or site plan review in accordance with the city code.

PROJECT

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

STATUS

Zoning Code Text Amendments

propose several miscellaneous
revisions, including changes to
parking and walkway standards

citywide

staff conducting
possible PC hearing on 8/23

research;

Oak Street Zone Change (Z-06-
3)

rezone 18,000 square feet from R2
to R4

400 and 420 Oak Street

staff
possible PC hearing on 8/23

reviewing application;

VBC Terre View Apartments
Parking Variance (V-06-2)

reduce number of off-street parking
spaces needed for 52 apartments

550 NE Terre View Drive

staff
possible BOA hearing on 8/21

reviewing application;

Wal-Mart Supercenter SEPA

determination and site plan

develop 223,000-sg-ft store on a
28-acre site

south of SE Harvest Dr/Bishop
Boulevard intersection

case remanded

to hearing

examiner; hearing scheduled by

Superior Court

10/18

in  Colfax on

Humane Society Adoption Center
site plan (03-15)

construct 12,000-sq-ft animal
shelter facility on a 6.2-acre site

1350 SE Old Moscow Road

staff reviewing application

Valley Road Apartments site plan | develop 7 apartments on a 10,832- | 1245 NE Valley Road staff requested applicant to
(05-18) sq-ft lot revise site plan
North Campus Heights | develop 42 additional apartments 1540 NE Merman Drive staff requested applicant to
Apartments Expansion site plan revise site plan
(05-19)
Crimson Retail Plaza #3 site plan | establish a 9,200-sqg-ft retail | 2005 SE Bishop Boulevard staff reviewing application
(06-4) development on a 2-acre site
Emmanuel Baptist Church | construct 2,850-sg-ft addition to | 1300 SE Sunnymead Way staff requested applicant to
Addition site plan (06-5) existing church building revise site plan
SEL Manufacturing Building | construct a 100,000-sg-ft addition | 2440 NE Hopkins Court staff requested applicant to
Addition site plan (06-6) to existing manufacturing building revise site plan
North Grand Avenue Building | pave 7,500-sqg-ft parking area at | 745 N. Grand Avenue staff reviewing application
Parking Lot site plan (06-7) back of former Penguin Plumbing

building
Churchill Downs Apartments site | develop 203 apartments on an | 1365 NE Brandi Way staff requested applicant to
plan (06-9) 8.9-acre site revise site plan
Fire District #12 Storage Building | construct 3,000-sg-ft truck storage | 912 W. Main Street staff requested applicant to

site plan (06-10)

building on 30,500-sg-ft site

revise site plan

Square One Building Remodel
site plan (06-11)

remodel 20,513-sq-ft building and
convert second floor to apartments

107 S. Grand Avenue

staff reviewing application

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 Medium Den-

sity Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business District; C3 General Com-
mercial; 11 Light Industrial; 12 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; DOE: State Department of Ecology; LC: Land-

marks Commission

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list. 2) Num-
bers in parentheses are planning staff's internal file numbers. 3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed construction of de-
velopments other than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the WSU campus.
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