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Each year, the Pullman 
City Council adopts a 
series of goals to help 
guide city policy and set 
budget priorities.  This 
year’s process began in 
January when Mayor 
Glenn Johnson requested 
goal suggestions from all 
interested citizens.  These 
proposals, as well as 
recommended objectives 
from city department 
heads and other city 
employees, were 
assembled in a notebook 
for each Council member 
to review.  Then, the 
Council scheduled several 
meetings for the purpose 
of developing its list of 
2005 goals. 
 
On March 5, the Council 
conducted its first goal 
setting retreat.  At this 
session, the legislative 
body engaged in a 
brainstorming process in 
which individual Council 
members offered his/her 
own goals.  The Council 
also reviewed the status of 
its 2004 goals, and 
discussed the various 
actions suggested by 
citizens and city staff.  
During the course of this 

meeting, the Council 
formulated 66 draft goals 
for subsequent 
consideration. 
 
On March 22, Council 
members met with 
department heads to refine 
their goals.  Through this 
process, the Council 
agreed on 25 proposed 
objectives.  Among the 
directives conceived by the 
Council, three of them 
relate specifically to 
planning department 
operations.  These three 
proposed goals are cited 
below, along with some 
background information 

pertaining to each of them. 
 
PROPOSED GOAL NO. 7:  
Review the 
Comprehensive Plan as it 
pertains to Urban Growth 
Areas and evaluate the 
recently enacted changes 
to the zoning code. 
 
BACKGROUND:  In 2004, 
the city annexed over 250 
acres of land, and in some 
portions of the community, 
our city limits are now 
extended to the 
boundaries of the Urban 
Growth Area (UGA)  
 

See Goals, Page 2     
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City Council Proposes Goals for 2005 

Annexation of more than 250 acres near Sunnyside Park last 
year has pressed the city limits against the boundaries of the 
urban growth area in this part of Pullman. 
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Since the distribution 
of our last Planning 
Department Newsletter 
in February, there has 
been no substantive 
change in the status of 
the proposed Wal-Mart 
S u p e r c e n t e r  i n 
Pullman.  This store, 
planned for a 28-acre 
site on the south side 
of Bishop Boulevard at 
its intersection with 
Harvest Drive, would 
be approximately 
223,000 square feet in 
s i z e ,  w i t h  a 

landscaped parking lot 
containing about 1,000 
parking spaces.  
  
As reported in the 
February newsletter, 
t h e  p l a n n i n g 
department is waiting 
for documentation from 
the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers related to 
the subject of wetlands 
on or near the site of 
the proposed Wal-Mart 
s t o r e .   T h i s 
documentation, called 
for by the applicant’s 

initial environmental 
site evaluation report, 
may be an important 
element in the city’s 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g 
process related to the 
environmental impacts 
of the proposed 
development. 
 
When the city has 
accumulated sufficient 
information to begin 
making decis ions 
regarding this project, 
the city will notify the 
public by such means 

as news releases, 
legal advertisements in 
the local newspaper, 
and posting signage at 
the site.  The city 
invites comments at 
a n y  t i m e  f r o m 
interested citizens 
concerning this matter. 
 
 

established in the 1999                                                                                                                                                    
Pullman Comprehensive Plan.  
(This UGA was created to 
accommodate urban development 
over the 20-year time horizon 
envisioned in the plan.)  In order to 
ensure that the city is providing 
sufficient land for future growth, 
the Council expressed interest in 
reviewing the current UGA to 
determine if it needs to be 
expanded.  The Council also 
called for a review of certain 
zoning code amendments adopted 
in November of 2003, 
emphasizing in particular those 
amendments made to the site plan 
review chapter. 
 
PROPOSED GOAL NO. 11:  
Move towards a nuisance 
housing ordinance that holds the 
landlord accountable. 
 
BACKGROUND:  A nuisance 
housing ordinance provides for 
city abatement of nuisance 
activity at properties exhibiting 

chronic problems such as noise, 
solid waste accumulations, public 
disturbances, or other violations 
of law.  The Council discussed 
the possibility of adopting such 
an ordinance in 2004, and stated 
its intent to continue this 
discussion through the 
formulation of this draft goal. 
 
PROPOSED GOAL NO. 25:  
Prepare zoning code revisions to 
address design standards for 
homes in residential districts in 
response to a new state law 
requiring cities to allow 
manufactured homes in all 
residential zones and clarify 
home occupation regulations. 
 
BACKGROUND:  During its 2004 
session, the Washington State 
Legislature passed a bill requiring 
cities to allow manufactured 
homes in all residential zones.  
This law takes effect on July 1, 
2005.  In Pullman, manufactured 
homes are currently permitted in 

all residential zones except for 
the R1 Single Family Residential 
and RT Residential Transitional 
districts, but this new legislation 
demands that manufactured 
homes be allowed in the R1 and 
RT districts as well.  In response, 
the Council expressed interest in 
developing design standards to 
ensure that homes established in 
the city meet certain aesthetic 
and functional criteria.  As part of 
this proposed goal, the Council 
also requested that planning staff 
amend the city’s regulations to 
clarify that any business which 
meets the performance standards 
outlined in the zoning code may 
qualify as a home occupation. 
 
At its meeting of April 12, the City 
Council is scheduled to adopt its 
2005 goals.  To view the 
complete list of proposed goals, 
please follow the “City Council” 
links on the city’s website: http://
www.pullman-wa.gov.  

Goals (continued from page 1)  
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About a year and a half ago, the historic Grey-
stone Church on College Hill was scheduled for 
demolition.  Fortunately, at that juncture, Glenn 
and Melodie Petry of Bend, Oregon made the 
courageous decision to acquire the property and 
propose that it be put to profitable use.  This deci-
sion was applauded by many community mem-
bers who were interested in saving this historic 
resource.  The structure on the site was originally 
built in 1899 and it has been listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places since 1989.      
 
Last year, the Petrys applied for a special use 
permit under Pullman’s zoning rules to establish 
up to 15 apartments in the former church build-
ing.  A special use permit, decided upon by the 
city’s Board of Adjustment, allows for exceptions 
to zoning code regulations to facilitate the use 
and preservation of historic properties.  In this 
case, the applicants requested exceptions related 
to dwelling unit density, number of parking 
spaces provided, and certain parking lot design 
features.  After conducting a public hearing on 
the matter, the Board of Adjustment granted the 
special use permit with several conditions regard-
ing development of the church property and adja-
cent land.   
 
One of these conditions of approval stated that 
the applicants must enter into an agreement with 
the city containing at least the following elements:  

 
a) mutually agreeable maintenance standards; b) 
assurances that the property will retain those 
characteristics that make it architecturally and 
historically significant; and c) provisions for the 
agreement to run with the land.  The city is cur-
rently working with the owners to develop this 
agreement.  The agreement will possibly address 
such subjects as maintenance of the building and 
associated grounds; retention of the building’s 
historic character, including its exterior surfaces 
and building height; city approval authority for 
partial or complete demolition of the structure; 
appropriate actions to take in the event the struc-
ture is partially damaged by some casualty; and 
allowance for periodic city inspections.  
 
This agreement will most likely be executed dur-
ing the month of April.  Once completed, it will 
help to ensure that the historic significance of this 
important community resource is retained for fu-
ture generations.  

 
The Greystone Church has been listed on the Na-

tional Register of Historic Places since 1989. 
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Pending Land Use Applications 
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KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 Medium Density 
Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business District;  C3 General Commercial; 
I1 Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 

KEY TO COMMITTEE ABREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment 
 
NOTES: If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list.  Numbers in 
parentheses are planning staff’s internal file numbers.  Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed construction of developments other 
than single family homes, duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the WSU campus. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION STATUS 

Zoning Code Text Amendment allow radio and television studios 
in C1 districts 

C1 districts citywide PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting date undetermined 

Big Sky Annexation annex 7.3 acres to city in R2 pre-
zone district 

west of Sunnyside Park and north 
of Old Wawawai Road 

CC accepted annexation notice; 
city awaiting petition 

Airport Property South Annexation annex 170 acres to city in C3 pre-
zone district 

south of Pullman-Moscow Airport PC recommended approval;  
awaiting legal description 

Hinrichs Annexation annex 16 acres to city in R2 pre-
zone district 

west of Sunnyside Park and north 
of Old Wawawai Road 

CC accepted annexation notice; 
city awaiting petition 

Shompole Annexation annex 2 acres to city (no pre-zone 
designation) 

352 Johnson Road PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting to be held 4/12 

Whispering Hills Subdivision Pre-
liminary Plat 

divide 30.5 acres into 90 lots and 
public streets in an R2 district 

west of Sunnyside Park and south 
of Old Wawawai Road 

PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting to be held 4/12 

Whispering Hills Planned Resi-
dential Development Preliminary 
Plan 

provide 38 lots for single family 
homes and access on a 7.3-acre 
site in an R2 district 

west of Sunnyside Park and south 
of Old Wawawai Road 

PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting to be held 4/12 

Sunnyside Heights Addition No. 5 
Preliminary Plat 

divide 11.9 acres into 34 lots and 
public streets in an R2 district 

west end of SW Center Street PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting to be held 4/12 

Paradise Hills Subdivision No. 4 
Preliminary Plat 

divide 33.7 acres into 82 lots and 
public streets in an R2 district 

west end of NW Terre View Drive staff reviewing application; possi-
ble PC hearing on 4/27 

Hinrichs Zone Change 
(Z-04-3) 

rezone 38.3 acres from R3 to R2 south end of Golden Hills Drive PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting date undetermined 

Radio Palouse Zone Change (Z-
05-1) 

change prezone of 9,000-sq-ft 
parcel from R2 to C1 

west of Sunnyside Park and north 
of Old Wawawai Road 

PC recommended approval; CC 
meeting date undetermined 

Transit Building Addition Substan-
tial Development Permit (No. 69) 

construct 4,800-sq-ft addition to 
city transit operations building 

775 NW Guy Street notice of application issued 3/24; 
comments due 4/23 

St. James Modular Building site 
plan (04-24) 

install 840-sq-ft building on 2.3-
acre site for use by Community 
Child Care Center 

St. James Episcopal Church; 1410 
NE Stadium Way 

staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 

Wal-Mart Supercenter site plan 
(04-26) 

develop 223,000-sq-ft store on 28-
acre site 

south of Harvest Dr/Bishop Boule-
vard intersection 

staff reviewing site plan 

Pullman Heating Building site plan 
(04-29) 

develop 7,500-sq-ft building on 
5.0-acre site 

southeast corner of Davis Way 
and Park West Drive 

staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 

Oak Ridge Townhouses site plan 
(04-31) 

develop 5 townhouses on 18,150-
sq-ft lot 

715 NE Oak Street staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 

Emerald Downs apartment com-
plex site plan (05-04) 

construct 240 apartments on a 
10.5-acre site 

north of Valley Road and east of 
Providence Court Drive 

staff reviewing site plan 
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