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 On January 26, the public works 
department issued a building permit to 
the Whitman County Humane Society 
for the first building of the animal 
shelter development at 1340 SE Old 
Moscow Road (near its intersection 
with Johnson Avenue).  When 
completed, this project will encompass 
five buildings on the 6.2-acre site. 
 The release of this permit was a 
long time in coming.  The original site 
plan for this project (showing the 
proposed layout of structures and 
exterior improvements such as private 
driveways, parking, and utilities) was 
filed on July 8, 2003.  Upon review of 
this plan, the public works department 
found the application materials 
deficient, and notified the applicant of 
this determination in August of that 

year.  Staff reviewed two other versions 
of the plan - one in 2006, and another in 
2008 - before finally approving the site 
plan on January 22, 2009.  
 As reported in the May 2008 edition 
of the Planning Department Newsletter, 
another significant event that delayed 
permit issuance for this development 
was the filing of a State Environmental 
Policy Act appeal in September of 
2007.  This appeal was submitted by six 
parties who owned land in the vicinity 
of the subject property. They 
challenged the Determination of 
Nonsignificance registered by director 
of public works Mark Workman 
fo l lowing  h i s  r ev iew of  the 
environmental checklist submitted by 
the humane society.  The issues cited in 
the appeal document included noise, 
stray animals, odors, and reduction of 
property value. The appellants stated in 
their documentation that “the proposed 
location is ill conceived and was not 
properly studied to adequately 
determine if it was a suitable location or 
not, and to our knowledge, other 
potential locations were not adequately 
explored.”  On May 28, 2008, Pullman 
hearing examiner Stacy Bjordahl held a 
public hearing at City Hall to consider 
the appeal.  At that time, she heard 
testimony from city staff, the 
appellants, and representatives from the 
humane society.  On June 18, Ms. 
Bjordahl issued a decision denying the 
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appeal.  She wrote in her final ruling that the 
appellants did not have legal standing in the case, 
and therefore, she did not need to address the 
substantive issues raised in the appeal.   
 Site plan approval of this project is effective for 
five years.  If the entire project is not constructed by 
that time, subsequent site plan review and approval 
will be required at the discretion of the director of 
public works.   

 It is also interesting to note that this is the first 
permit issued by the city for new commercial 
construction in the past 16 months.  The last such 
permit was issued on September 10, 2007 for the 
Anytime Fitness building on Bishop Boulevard.  As 
mentioned in last month’s newsletter, planning 
staff anticipates several more permits for new 
commercial projects will be issued in 2009.  

 

SIDEWALK MAINTENANCE 
 Wintertime on the Palouse is a season for cele-
brating holidays, enjoying Cougar basketball, end-
ing one semester and starting another, and - of 
course - snow!  Some winters are more harsh than 
others around here, but it is certain that periodi-
cally, from October through April (and sometimes 
June - remember last year?), ice crystals will fall 
from the sky.  According to the website “City-
Data.com,” Pullman gets about twice as much 
snow as the national average. 

 The city’s public works crew does a marvelous 
job of plowing the streets after a storm, but that’s 
only part of the clean up process.  The sidewalks 
also need to be cleared, and this task is assigned to 
each property owner.    

 Chapter 11.42 of the Pullman City Code states 
the following: 
 

The duty, burden, and expense of maintaining 
and keeping clean and free of debris,               

accumulation of dirt or rock or snow or ice, or 
any combination thereof, of a sidewalk along an 
adjoining property is the responsibility of the 
owner of the property directly abutting upon or 
adjacent to that portion of the sidewalk for its 
entire length along the owner's property and for 
the entire width thereof. 

It is unlawful to permit any accumulation of 
snow, ice, debris, dirt, or rock on public         
sidewalks.  Snow or ice must be removed within 
eight hours of daylight after such snow or ice has 
fallen or accumulated thereon. 

 This chapter goes on to say that, if the snow or 
ice is frozen so hard that it cannot be removed   
without injury to the pavement, the property owner 
must spread ashes, sand, sawdust, or another      
suitable substance over the affected area until the 
weather allows for the frozen material to be          
removed completely.  

 If need be, the city can issue a civil infraction for 
failure to abide by the provisions of Chapter 11.42.  

This infraction can involve a fine of up 
to $500 for each offense.  

 Obviously, though, the primary   
motivation for clearing sidewalks should 
be our mutual interest in maintaining a 
safe, pedestrian-friendly town. So, when 
the snow falls - and we know it will - 
please remember to do your part in 
cleaning the white stuff off your        
sidewalk.  Also, if you travel away from 
home during the winter, ask a neighbor 
or friend to maintain your walkways, 
and return the favor when they take a 
vacation.  

 

Some sidewalks receive better maintenance than others. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION LOCATION STATUS 
Certified Local Government 
Program 

establish historic preservation 
program for community 

citywide ad hoc committee and PC 
endorsed draft ordinance in 
December; CC requested 
ordinance revisions on 1/20; ad 
hoc committee meeting to address 
these revisions to be held in 
February 

Hinrichs Annexation annex 37 acres to the city west of Sunnyside Park and north 
of SW Old Wawawai Road 

applicant revising legal description 
of property 

Kopf Annexation annex 2.5 acres in C3 prezone for 
airport fire flow reservoir 

north of Pullman-Moscow 
Regional Airport 

PC recommended approval on 
10/22; CC accepted proposal on 
11/18; applicant preparing petition  

Askins Zoning Designation      
(Z-08-2) 

establish R3 zone for 35.8-acre 
parcel 

along SE Johnson Avenue, 2,000 
feet south of SE Old Moscow 
Road 

PC suggested a proposed R3 zone 
on 12/17; PC hearing scheduled 
for 2/25 

Whitman County 
Communications Tower 
Conditional Use Permit (C-08-3) 

erect 140-foot-tall public safety 
communications tower 

2325 NE Hopkins Court BOA approved permit on 1/26; 
appeal period ends 2/16 

Well House No. 8/Booster No. 
10 site plan (08-3) 

construct pumping station for city 
potable water system 

605 SE Derby Street staff requested project engineer to 
revise site plan 

CAC Transitional Housing site 
plan (08-5) 

develop 9-unit transitional housing 
complex on 3.8-acre site 

530 NW Davis Way staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 

SEL Lab Building site plan (08-6) construct 36,000-sq-ft lab building 
on 2.3-acre parcel 

2370 NE Hopkins Court staff requested applicant to revise 
site plan 
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Pending Land Use Applications 
 

Displayed below are land use applications submitted to the planning or public works department or 
city-generated proposals for planning provisions that require a public meeting, public notice, or site 

plan  review in accordance with the city code. 

KEY TO ZONING DISTRICTS: R1 Single Family Residential; RT Residential Transitional; R2 Low Density Multi-Family Residential; R3 Medium Density 
Multi-Family Residential; R4 High Density Multi-Family Residential; C1 Neighborhood Commercial; C2 Central Business District;  C3 General Commercial; I1 
Light Industrial; I2 Heavy Industrial; IRP Industrial Research Park; WSU Washington State University 
 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: CC: City Council; PC: Planning Commission; BOA: Board of Adjustment; DOE: State Department of Ecology;  
LC: Landmarks Commission 
 

NOTES: 1) If an applicant fails to act on a pending application for a period of six months, said application will be dropped from the above list..  2) Numbers in parentheses 
are planning staff’s internal file numbers.  3) Site plan review by city staff is generally conducted for proposed construction of developments other than single family homes, 
duplexes, or manufactured homes; it does not apply to most construction on the WSU campus. 



 

 

This newsletter is an occasional and voluntary 
publication of the planning department and does not 
take the place of official notices required by law. 
Information provided in this newsletter is subject to 
change. Please contact the planning department or 
review official notices distributed by the city to confirm 
the information contained herein. 

For any readers who are not currently receiving this 
newsletter by email and who wish to register for this 
service, please contact the planning department for 
assistance. 

W E’ RE ON THE W EB!  

WWW. PULLMAN- WA. GOV 

Planning Department 
325 SE Paradise St. 
Pullman, WA 99163 

Phone: 509-338-3213 
Fax: 509-338-3282 
Email: bethany.johnson@pullman-wa.gov 

Pullman Planning Department Staff 
 
Pete Dickinson, Planning Director 
Jason Radtke, Assistant Planner 
Bethany Johnson, Public Works Administrative 
Assistant 
Kealan Emerson, Public Works Administrative 
Specialist 
Neil Jeffers, Engineering/Planning Aide 
Evan Pond, Engineering/Planning Aide 
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