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 As noted in previous editions of this newsletter, the Plan-
ning Commission has been spending a fair amount of its 
time lately reviewing the subject of downtown parking.  The 
zoning code currently has no requirement for off-street park-
ing in the central business district, and the Commission 
has been examining whether any adjustments should be 
made in this regard, particularly with respect to residential 
uses.   

 At its November 28 meeting, the Commission agreed to 
four recommendations that promoted enhanced enforce-
ment of parking regulations, better identification of parking 
opportunities downtown, exploration of a parking permit 
system for downtown residents, and establishment of de-
sign standards if an off-street parking regulation is im-
posed for residential uses in the central business district.  
Upon receiving these suggestions in December, the City 
Council requested more specificity from the Commission 
on this subject by March of 2008.   

 Since December, the Commission held several meet-
ings to address this matter, including a well-attended 
workshop in mid-February with various stakeholders.  The 
input received at these meetings appeared to clarify the 
basic issue for a majority of the Commission members that 
parking for residential uses downtown is a potential future 
problem that should be resolved at the present time.   

 At its February 27 meeting, the Commission reached 
consensus that the matter demanded some form of regu-
lation.  However, the members of the committee also ex-
pressed support for the redevelopment efforts that are 
currently being undertaken downtown, and they stated 
they did not want to curtail these efforts with any new cum-
bersome laws.  So, the Commission agreed to a proposal 
that would require off-street parking for major residential 
developments in the central business district, provide good 
measure of flexibility in meeting those requirements, and 
attempt to maintain the historic character of the downtown.  
Also, based on the public input received by the Commis-
sion, it decided upon other suggestions related to down-
town parking that fall outside of its purview.  The full set of 
Planning Commission recommendations are summarized 
below.  

• Amend the zoning code regulations for the C2 Central 
Business District as follows: 

1) apply parking requirements only when 10 or more 
dwelling units are to be established on a given prop-
erty; 

2) when parking is required, allow the parking require-
ment to be satisfied through a variety of means, such 
as on- or off-site parking at one space per dwelling 
unit, submittal of a parking fee to the city, or utiliza-
tion of public parking lot spaces with Council ap-
proval;  

3) when parking is required under Item 2) above, the 
developer shall apply for a conditional use permit 
through the Board of Adjustment to show how the 
project would meet certain design standards to pro-
tect the historic character of the downtown 

• Provide better code enforcement of existing parking 
regulations in the downtown area  

• Review the effectiveness and enforcement of the cur-
rent on-street residential parking permit system cur-
rently in place on College Hill 

• Consider an on-street parking permit system for Pio-
neer Hill neighborhoods, as circumstances warrant, or 
if residents request such a program 

• More clearly identify existing downtown parking lots 
through enhanced signage, widely disseminated maps, 
and other appropriate means 

• Explore the development of a parking structure(s) 
downtown with the assistance of outside funding such 
as grants or loans; possible relocation or association 
with a centralized transit stop may enhance such fund-
ing applications 

• Review all on- and off-street public parking spaces 
downtown related to time limits, sufficiency of accessi-
ble parking, and other related factors; the 12-hour limit 
currently assigned to the “Spot Shop” public parking lot 
should be given special attention in this regard 

• Consider the establishment of park and ride parking 
lots outside the C2 downtown area 

• Provide more bicycle racks downtown, such as in the 
Pine Street Plaza, to facilitate use of bicycle transporta-
tion in the central business district 

• For downtown employees, consider the establishment of 
parking spaces designated for these individuals, or ar-
range for a parking permit system for employees 

 These recommendations were delivered to the City 
Council at its meeting of March 4.  After accepting additional 
public input on this matter, the Council decided to take some 
time to digest the information received.  The Council is  
scheduled to discuss the topic again at its meeting of April 8. �
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